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HERE, MediaTek team up to deliver advanced 
global positioning solutions  
for IoT tracking devices  

 

MediaTek selects HERE Network Positioning to support fast and accurate location fix 
 

20 April 2017 

 
AMSTERDAM, Netherlands and HSINCHU, Taiwan – In a world with billions of connected sensors, advanced 
location positioning technology is unlocking new opportunities for businesses everywhere.  
 
HERE Technologies, a global provider of location services to the Internet of Things (IoT) industry, and 
MediaTek, one of the world’s largest fabless semiconductor companies, today announced a collaboration to 
enable the HERE Network Positioning solution on select MediaTek chipsets.  
 
“We are pleased to work with HERE to connect the next billion to the devices and technologies they want,” 
said YuChuan Yang, Deputy General Manager of Internet of Things Business Unit, MediaTek. “Network 
positioning is a crucial component of the connected experience and HERE’s database improves positioning 
accuracy significantly. We look forward to continuing to blend our strengths with those of HERE for the 
benefit of our customers around the world.” 
 
HERE Network Positioning employs proprietary technology to determine a device’s location rapidly and 
accurately based on mobile network and Wi-Fi signals. As part of this collaboration, MediaTek offers to 
device manufacturers a 4-in-1 combo solution based on the MediaTek MT2503 product family, a highly 
integrated ARM-based SiP design that contains Bluetooth, multiple GNSS receivers and an integrated 2G 
modem. In one of the first implementations, 3G Electronics, a China-based IoT customer of MediaTek, 
recently introduced a children’s smartwatch series called KidsWatch, which is powered by MediaTek 
chipsets featuring HERE’s Network Positioning solution in products sold outside China. 
 
“HERE delivers fast and accurate global positioning services for any device anywhere, both indoors and 
outdoors, and online and offline when connectivity is not available,” said Erminio Di Paola, Head of Tracking 
at HERE. “Wherever you are, we can enable a device to locate your position to within a few meters, and even 
the floor you’re on within a multi-story building. We are delighted to work alongside MediaTek to enable 
new technologies for products around the globe.” 

 
MediaTek has connected more than 1.5 billion devices worldwide a year and creates platforms for trackers 
and intelligent wearables, home and office appliances, and connected facilities. Today, the company is a 
category leader in key consumer electronic areas including phones, digital TVs and android tablets.  
 
How HERE Network Positioning works 
 
Most smart devices today use Assisted GNSS services. These supplement satellite services such as GPS with 
position information obtained over an Internet connection to provide a faster first fix of the device’s position. 
For most applications, this means people can start using a map or other location-based service within a 
couple of seconds. 
 
HERE positioning technology goes further by using a device’s built-in appetite for radio signals to obtain a 
fix. When connected, a smartphone is continually looking for cellular network signals and Wi-Fi networks. By 
compiling this information, it can be turned into an ever-growing map of the planet’s radio environment, 
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which is exactly what HERE has done. A subset of this radio map can also be preloaded in the device and 
provide the service offline. Today, HERE has a global database of hundreds of millions of cellular towers and 
Wi-Fi hotspots. 
 
Using this system, HERE positioning services can look at the list of which cellular and  
Wi-Fi networks are available and derive the device’s position. By knowing which signals are in range, the 
device can work out exactly where it is. Since this technology uses the existing measurement technology of 
smartphones and most other connected devices, network positioning does not require any additional 
power-consumption and re-uses the signals already obtained. 
 
Accurate tracking of goods, people, and things 
 
HERE is already serving several solution providers and device manufacturers with positioning services, 
incorporated into their own software.  
 
The cloud based APIs offered by HERE open a new world of possibilities for the accurate tracking of goods, 
people, and things. This allows developers, logistics providers, and other customers to, for example, 
accurately track inventory and offer truly accurate and efficient supply chain management capabilities. 
 
Media Enquiries 
HERE 
James Etheridge 
+49 151 1004 1241 
james.etheridge@here.com 
 
About HERE Technologies 
HERE Technologies, the Open Location Platform company, enables people, enterprises and cities to harness 
the power of location. By making sense of the world through the lens of location we empower our customers 
to achieve better outcomes – from helping a city manage its infrastructure or an enterprise optimize its 
assets to guiding drivers to their destination safely. To learn more about HERE, including our new generation 
of cloud-based location platform services, visit http://360.here.com and www.here.com 
 
MediaTek Press Office: 
PR@mediatek.com 
 
About MediaTek Inc. 
MediaTek Inc. (TWSE: 2454) is a global fabless semiconductor company that enables 1.5 billion connected 
devices a year. We are a market leader in developing innovative systems-on-chip (SoC) for mobile device, 
home entertainment, connectivity and IoT products. Our dedication to innovation has positioned us as a 
driving market force in several key technology areas, including highly power-efficient mobile technologies 
and advanced multimedia solutions across a broad range of products such as smartphones, tablets, digital 
televisions, OTT boxes, wearables and automotive solutions. MediaTek empowers and inspires people to 
expand their horizons and more easily achieve their goals through smart technology. We call this idea 
Everyday Genius and it drives everything we do. Visit www.mediatek.com for more information. 
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